Letter from the Rectory Feb 2008 
Ivan IV (1530-1584) - also known as Ivan the Terrible - was one of the great Czars of sixteenth-century Russia. 
There is a story told about him that as time went on, his advisors became increasingly concerned that he had no heir. So Ivan sent emissaries to find a suitable wife for him who was beautiful, intelligent and the daughter of, at least, a nobleman. 
Eventually they found a suitable wife for him, the daughter of the King of Greece. However there was one condition. And that was that Ivan had to convert to the Greek Orthodox Church.  So for the sake of his new bride, Ivan agreed. A priest was quickly dispatched to Moscow to instruct Ivan in Greek Orthodox doctrine. He was a quick student and learned the catechism in record time. Arrangements were then concluded, and the Czars made his way to Athens accompanied by five hundred of his crack troops - his personal palace guard.

As Ivan was to be baptised into the Orthodox Church by full immersion (as was the custom of the Greek Orthodox Church) his soldiers, ever loyal, asked to be baptised with him. So the Patriarch of the Greek Orthodox Church assigned five hundred priests to give the soldiers a “one-on-one” crash catechism course. All of the five hundred soldiers then agreed to be baptised in one large baptism ceremony. But suddenly someone realised there was a problem, because at that time, the Orthodox Church prohibited professional soldiers from being members of the Church unless they gave up their commitment to bloodshed. For the Greek Orthodox Church’s stance was that they could not be killers and church members too.

So, after a hasty round of diplomacy, the problem was simply solved. As the priests began to immerse the soldiers and pronounce the words of baptism, each soldier drew his sword and lifted it high over his head. So each of the soldiers was totally immersed in the water except for his fighting arm and his sword.

Some of us today are no different to those soldiers. We, too have our unbaptised arm. We want to be Christians; we want to possess the promises of eternal life; we want the blessing of God in our lives and to be part of His family, the Church. 
But we want it on our terms. 
So we come to Christ, with one arm held up out of the water. In that hand, we hold those things precious to us – things that we are unwilling to let go of: our possessions, our time, our money, our friends, our habits.. 

The challenge for me in the New Year is that we (and I include myself) have, as Christians, to offer ALL of ourselves - not just part of ourselves – to God.  
